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Borders

It is in the general interest of the United States to encourage the 
development of a world in which the fault lines separating nations 
are bridged by shared interests. And it is in the economic and politi-
cal interests of the United States to ensure that if the world is 
moving towards a common language, it be English; that if the world 
is moving toward common telecommunications, safety and quality 
standards, they be American; that if the world is becoming linked 
by television, radio, and music, the programming be American; and 
if common values are being developed, they be values with which 
Americans are comfortable.

These are not simply idle aspirations. English is linking the 
world. American information technologies and services are at the 
cutting edge of those that are enabling globalization. Access to the 
largest economy in the world — America’s — is the primary carrot 
leading other nations to open their markets. 

Indeed, just as the United States is the world’s sole remaining 
military superpower, so it is the world’s only information 
superpower. While Japan has become quite competitive in the 
manufacture of components integral to information systems, it has 
had a negligible impact as a manufacturer of software or as a force 
behind the technological revolution. Europe has failed on both fronts. 
Consequently, the United States holds a position of advantage at 
the moment and for the foreseeable future. Americans should not shy 
away from doing that which is so clearly in their economic, political 
and security interests — and so clearly in the interests of the world 
at large. The United States should not hesitate to promote its values. 
In an effort to be polite or politic, Americans should not deny the 
fact that of all the nations in the history of the world, theirs is the 
most just, the most tolerant, the most willing to constantly reassess 
and improve itself, and the best model for the future.

— David Rothkopf, “In Praise of Cultural Imperialism”
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An artist who does not speak English is not an artist.
— Mladen Stilinovic
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